
Undergraduate: Sociology | Module Previews 2024/25 

 

 
 

 Migration, Mobilities, and Integration 1 | SOU44061 
 
 

Year Senior Sophister 

ECTS Credits 10 

Contact Hours 22 

Pre-requisite  

Semester 1 

Module Leader & Lecturer   Dr. David Ralph 

Contact Email   RALPHDA@tcd.ie 

 
 

Module Outline: 
 

Part I of the module examines the social, cultural, and economic integration of migrants and 
their children—the so-called “second generation”—in Europe and the United States. After an 
introduction to the central theoretical perspectives in the “assimilation” literature, we explore 
the attainment of migrants in the various social domains like the labour market, the education 
sphere, and socio-culturally. We examine how these integration dimensions are influenced by 
host country institutions, origin country social structures and how they interact.  

 

 

Module Learning Objectives: 
 
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:  
 

• Critically evaluate concepts such as assimilation, integration, and segmented 
assimilation; 

• Compare the different integration outcomes of first- and second-generation 
immigrants in Europe and the United States; 

• Assess the role of host country policies and contexts of reception, origin country factor 
and individual characteristics on outcomes; 

• Engage with the current empirical literature and policy documents in the field of 
immigrant integration. 

 
 
Assessment: 
 

• 100% Coursework (2,500-word essay and 2 x 1000-word diary entries) 
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